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Fade the nature of my employment, I have been called to viſit 
numbers of the moſt wretched of my fellow creatures in, different 
parts for above eighteen years. I think I may ſay, I have ſeen hu- 
man nature in almoſt all the poſſible varieties of Wickedneſs, Poverty 
and Woe. I have had Speflactes of Miſery exhibited to me, and Tales of 
Woe told, that muſt have wrung the moſt unfeeling heart. I wiſhed 
ta relieve all the diſtreſſed I met with, but alas! the hand could not 
give, what the heart wiſhed to beſtow. I ſought aſſiſtance from others, 
I begged from thoſe in affluence to diſtribute to the Neceſſitous, and 1 
often ſucceeded. But wherever I came, ſuch was the extent of the 
Miſery, I was obliged to ſeek for help, and aſſociate others in the 
eſtabliſhed firſt in Dublin, and ſupported by a few poor pious young 


each for its ſupport. It was eaſy to diſcover that as moſt of the 
miſeries we ſaw, ſprang from Ignorance, Folly and Sin, ſo there was no 
way of affording Relief, but in leading the Blind by Tat war lick 
they knew not. The fimple Truths of the Religion of Chriſt we found 
| beſt calculated, to enlighten the mind, and attract the heart. Goo 
gave his bleſſing to a Work begun in his Name, and carried on with 
ſands of families have had the moſt effeftual Relief, and many, very 
many have been turned from darkneſs to light, not a few are gone to 
Gov, and feveral are walking in the light of his countenance, and 
ſhewing in a holy life and converſation, the efficacy of a Charity 
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by the peculiar bleſſing of Gov. e 
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men, who were the firſt Viſitors, who contributed three-pence a week - 
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+ But the STRANGER that dwelleth with you, ſhall be as one born among 


von Thou Halt love him as thyſelf.” Lev. xix. 34. 


« As ye are, fo fhall the STRANGER be before the Lord. nd.” Numb. xv. 15. 


at a STRANGER and ye took me in—Sick and ye vifited me. 


Bunt ſpreads itſelf abroad through all the Public, 


And feels for every Member of the Land.  Yovugc. 
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weekly according to his ability, in order to relieve STRANGER's 
24 ſuch as have no Helper: determining not to permit themſelves 
to be influenced by the former e 

ſect, or party to which ſuch afflicted perions belong. 


From the above it will be eaſily obſerved, that, as this Societv is 
formed on the moſt benevolent and p difintereſted plan, Proteftants, Ro- 
man Catholics, Strangers, and Foreigners, have an equal right to be 
relieved by it; and no other recommendation is zcquired than a Ste. 


| ency of evident Diftreſs. 


To the great honour of theſe nations, charitable inſtitutions of viri- 
aus kinds have been eſtabliſhed ; and on their reſpective plans, much 

od has been done: But this good has been local and confined ; as 
in general, only a certain number of reſident individuals have been 
entitled to the advantages accruing from ſuch Charities. But the 
 STRANGER's FRIEND anger ON a= —_— 
more extenſive ſcale, but, being 4 partiality 
— 222 2 it extends its deſigned beneficence through- 
0 


heart. 


As the e of the een en the math fos- 

portant, the ſtricteſt attention will be paid to the Eternal Intereſts of 

all thoſe who are, or may be objetts of this Inſtitution, by inſtrufting 
. rinciples of the Religion of Chriſt, and the duties reſpec- 
z e — — as the 

| under the notice ofthis Sociey, wer to 6— the 

"Shoal 0 ks Initiation met with the encouragement and foport i 

7 be able to procure Food, Clothes, 
Coals, and Tibet Aſſiſtance for multitudes who are utterly deſtitute 
of theſe things, and hereby, lives profitable to the Public, will, under 

the bleſſing of Gon, be reſcued from untimely death. 


Every conſiderate perſon will eaſily ſee, that to bring the above ex- 
tenſive deſign into execution, liberal Subſcriptions will be neceſſary — 


| Thoſe who defire to ſuccour the Diſtreſſed, are earneſtly folicited in its 


behalf—You wiſh to befriend the friendleſs, and miniſter to the bodies 
and fouls of the wretched, but you know not where to find them, | 
Street Beggars you prudently judge are not proper objefts of your 
Charity. The Members of the STRANGER's FRIEN D SOCIETY 
will ſeek for thoſe you wiſh to find--They will meet with them in 
Cellars, Garrets, &c. where you have no acceſs, and will ſupply your 
. of ſervice, by applying your bounty according to your own wiſh, 
in miniſtering to 2 become their ſervants and yours 

for Chriſt's fake. | 

All, therefore, who are Friends of Cop and Man, we conſider as 
Patrons of this Inſtitution. Under the auſpices of ſuch may it increaſe 
and flouriſh, that the relief and thankſgiving of many may redound, 
to their comfort, and the everlaſting glory of. COS FIG 
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Tux GENERAL RULES Ans THESE. 


I. THAT the Members of this Society . 
dhe weekly viſitation accompts, to receive benefaftions, and to take 
in notices and recommendations of STRANGERS in DISTRESS. 
II. That two ſtewards and a treaſurer be appointed, to take care of 
the money and keep the accompts ; one of the ſtewards to be changed 
every fix months, and the treaſurer annually. 
III. That proper books be in which 
and diſburſements ſhall be be made; which books ſhall ſtand open 
inſpetion of the ſubſcribers and the public. | 


| "> That — of this ſociety be ſuch as are of an unblame- 


. 


ſeck for thoſe who ſtand in 


2 ee 
8 of help, yn 
| ina bring thee Report o the next weekly mentng. 
: N. B Though this ſociety is inſtituted by the Mzrnop:srs, yet 
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As our Rules grew out of our Exigencesand Experience, the follow: 
ing were ſoon ſound to be eſſentially neceſſary. 


approved, and ordered to be printed. 


_ * as a viſitor, who is not of an unblameable character, and capable of 


praying with, and inſtrufting thoſe he viſits, in the way of righteouſ- 


6« neſs.” 
II. Every viſitor ſhall make it a point between Gov and his con- 
ſc1cnce, never to leave thoſe he viſits, without praying for, and in- 


Aructing them in the principles of the religion of Chriſt, according to 
tho who negleft to do this, ſhall be excluded this | 


III. Every viſitor ſhall endeavour to ſee the perſon or perſons, he is 
colled zo, in the courſe of that day in which the application is made. * 


his ability ; and 
x Joc iety. . 1 


IV. Every viſitor ſhall himſelf buy, if ble, the things neceſl 
| for the diſtreſſed ; ED TD re Ear tet 
of the injuckcious or uagedly etendents of fuck perſons. 


+ The above paper was firſt printed in Marcursrez, Nov. 1791, and circulated 
dy Meſſrs. Bradburne and Clarke among the principal Inhabitants of that Town and 


ncighbourh ood. To the honour of that moſt benevolent people, let it be known, 


that in about three weeks from the publication of the paper, upwards of {900 


was ſubſcribed to ſupport this Inſtitution, and the Subſcriptions have ſince, amounted 


to between 7 and $00 pounds axnzally. 


* Recaſue it was often obſerved that ſeveral perſons from their peculiar diſtreſſes 
2 — had not the Viſitors found and relieved them. 


V. A 


entries of all 


--— | 
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444 @ General Meeting of the VISITORS of the STRANGER's FRIEND 
__ SOCIETY, the Following Rules were read one by one, unanamouſly ; 


I. WE will adhere alenly ©» exe free prince Dukes; and 
particularly to that which ſtates, that © No perſon ſhall be employed 


8 * 
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V. A ſum of money ſhall be expended annually in ſhirts, ſhifts, 


| blankets, &c. which will be principally given to thole who are 


afflicted. 1 
VI. Every viſitor ſhall earneſtly recommend cleanlingſe to thoſe he 
viſits ;-—ſhall oblige them as far as "Ro to let freſh air into the place 


they dwell, to keep the floor clean ſwept, and dry,“ and exhoit 
them to lend their children to the — Schools. 


VII. As the money collected for this ſociety, is above all othir fa- 
cred, every viſitor ſhall uſe the utmoſt ſcrupuloſity and care in laying 
it out :---relieving thoſe firſt, who are in the greateſt neceſſity, and in 
fuch @ way, as the relief may become moſt c ectual. | 
ſon or perſons, ſhal! be relieved on any pretence what- 


_— No 
3 * 5 their beng vilite-i, 
IX. In order to prevent impoſition as ; far as poſſible, every viſitor 


ſhall carefully endeavour to acquaint himielf (from the teſtunony of the 
neighbouring inhabitants) with every circumſtance relative to the 


Character, conduct, and diſtreſs of thoſe he viſits, that he may know 


better how to relieve and inſtruct them: 2 
principal oies of his fu vilitation.. 
X. No viſitor ſhall relieve his own workmen, nnn 


thoſe who-have wrought for him, out of che money, &c. of this ſociety: 
if ſuch be found in diſtreſs, and relief cannot be procured for them 
from the town or pariſh, in that caſe, a viſitor who has had no inter- 
' courſe or connexion with them, ſhall be appointed to communicate that 
relief, which the judgment of the ſociety may think proper. + 


fpariagly adminiſtered, till the names, place of 


XI. Relief ſhall be 


abode, Ec. of the perſon or perſons requeſting it, be mentioned at a 
weekly meeting of the _ OC IINET IR 
| have hoon rellaved by any ether of the vikiers. 


XII. Every viſitor ſhall leave his name with the 


he vike; 


1 inquire, whether they have been relieved before, hs wks: A 
and all viſitors ſhall take care to inform the poor 
they bring them, is from the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. 


- hut the with which 


F This Rule is ſtrictly obſerved in Mancheſer, where { 359 12 4d was expended 
in Flannel, Shifts and Shirts, Perticoa:s, Blankets, and wrappering for Bects, from 
Nov. 12, 1796, to Nov. 1n, 1797. Out of this was given 57 Beds, 93 Pairs of 


| Blankets, 139 Shirts, 401 Shifts, and 173 yards of flannel. By theſe Articles, and 


the other Donations of the Society, 1678 tamilies were relieved : and during the diſ- 
rribution of this Relief not ws than 4274 viſits were pars by the perſons employed | 


in this ſacred Work. 


* When in Mancheſter, in the year 1-925 recommended White-waſhing the 


walls of INFECTED lodging-houſer with Lime flacked in boiling water. This advice 
was not then attended to, but I am happy to find that row there is a proſpect of 
the execution of this neceſſary work, as the phyſicians of the Infirmary have come 


forward, and publickly recommended this meaſure with an earneſtneſs which docs 
honour to their beads and their hearts. I beg leave to recommend this meaſure ro 
the attention of the bene volent in general, and to the Sreaxcer's Friexp SocteTy in 
14 being firmly perſuaded, that the worſt infection that (ver brought death 

to the habitation of man will yield to this. Where fevers have long prevailed, 


the foul linen ſhould be wathed, and the chat or ſt raw uſed for lying on burnt. A. C. 


1 This Rule and the 12th were made to prevent the poor from falling under undue 
inlluence. by ſhewing them that they were not obliged to their Maſters or Employ. 
ers for this Relief, bur te the Charity of the Public, through the means of the 


B 2 - XIII. No 


—— 
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XIII. No viſitor ſhall be permitted to give money to be diſtributed 


by any perſon, who is not an enrolled member of this ſociety. 

XIV. Theſe Rules ſhall be printed, and a copy given to every mem- 
ber of this ſociety, and to each of the ſubſcribers. 

XV. On the admiſſion of a new viſitor, theſe Rules ſhall be 
one by one, by way of queſtion ; and no perſon ſhall be employed as 


Tuch, 9 promiſe by Gov's help, to abide by 


them. 


That the Spirit and fg, of this Inſtitution may fully appear, we 
think to add Mr. C---'s Addreſs to the Viſitors at Man- 

cheſter, 
the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. 


To the VIS Irons of the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. 


thing itſelf, eaſily perceive, 
; qu ng) i |; Important Awful, and Honourable : and, in 
can oo emp 
1. It is 


in. 


from the pit of 


| be adequatcly deſcribed. | 
2. It is Awful /— You have to deal with 


the contrary, ignorant of themſelves, and their Maker, immerſed in 
— and regardleſs of their and eternal intereſts. Theſe, 


you oblige yourſelves © to inſtruft in the way of righteouſneſs.” What 


es wh: ated! by os wh uiſite in this great work 
You ſtand between the living he nl to 1 the righteous 


judgments of — his fallen creature and to explain the 


plan of Redemption. 
Lou know, that the human heart is prone to deceive itſelf, and it is 


the intereſt of Satan to help forward and confirm the deluſion : you | 
have the deceits of the one, and the wales of the other to conteſt with, 
admiſſion to the moſt ſecret 
vain hopes and wiſhes, in order 


To be ſucceſsful, you muſt ſtrive to g 
mitt of dn ind» tons 
to examine their reſpective and manifeſt the tendency they 
have to deſtroy the ſouls of thoſe, who while they indulge them, live 


in the habitual neglect of Gon, and in the tranſgreſſion of his ſacred 


Laws, When the vain 


of the wicked are cut of, m their 


| —— you muſt endeavour to implant that certain Light, the infallible 


of God, which Points them out the way to himſelf, thro? the 
ſacrifice of his beloved Son. 


| You ſee the ſword coming to cut off the ungodly : warn them, there- 
fore, as from the Molt High, and ſhew them their danger, and where 
ſalvat ion 


his Letter to the Inhabitants of Liverpool, in behalf of 


Mx dear Brethren: 
{ROM the preceding Rules (which >mprehend every thing rela- 
Fr your office) and from the nature of the 


that the work in which you have 


if not exceccs, every thing an intelligent being 


- — You are called to comfort the feeble-minded, : 

to ſupport the weak, to viſit and relieve the Fatherleſs and the Widows, 
do remove, or alleviate every ſpecies of diſtreſs and miſery among the 
—__ 172 untimely deaths, and to reſcue immortal x fro 
deſtruction. Theſe are the prime objefts of this In- 
ſtitution; from which it appears, chat its Importance is cb, as cannot 


fouls as well as bodies. 
Souls, not cultivated by ſcience, nor influenced by Religion; but, on 


Ae Py VR eee FOES os LOS 
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| ſtruments, you ſhall fave many from 
and perhaps from everlaſting 
Families, to Society, and to the Church of Chriſt, you will acquire 


| flars for ever and ever. Amen. 


if 


n 
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falvation may be found. But take heed, that this be done with faith- 
fulneſs and perſeverance ; for, if thro” inſufficient information, any of 
thoſe, depending on the directions you have given, ſhould vainly ex- 
pet to enter into eternal glory, without having been deeply convinced 
of the deſtructive nature of fin, and the neceſſity of a full recon- 
ciliation to Gov, how unutterably woeful muft your ſtate be, if you 
have healed their hurt ſlightly, and cried Peace ! Peace ! before God had 
_ proclaimed it. | | _ 

I do not ſpeak thus, my dear Brethren, to affright you from the 
awfully glorious work you have undertaken, but to make you ſtill 
more faithful and cautious in it; and to intimate the neceſſity of y 
walking continually in the Light of the Lord --- that being taught of 


him, you may be fully enabled to warn every man, and teach every man 
in all wiſdom, that you may preſent thoſe you have to do with, perfect 


en Chriſt Jeſus : and to accompliſh this noble work, Gop will give 


you wiſdom and power ſufficient, if you earneſtly ſeek them. 


3. It is Honourable ---- for in this bleſſed employment you imitate the 


Saviour of the world, who came to ſeel and to fave that which was loſt, 


Like Him, in your inferior meaſure, you go about doing good, relievin g 
all manner of diſeaſe and diſtreſs among the people. As his reſpetcted in- 

om the jaws of an untimely death, 
woe; and reſtoring them to their 


to yourſelves that honour that comes from Gov, and at the end of your 
work, find, that thoſe who turn many to righteoufneſs ſhall ſhine as the 


5 
L 


; 


44 
it 


you | 
of the Moſt High may reſt on the Stranger's Friend Society 
— I am, my dear Brethren, S 
Your afſectionate Servant in the Lord, 

1 | A. CLARKE. 


That 


do The Narva, Das3cx, and Genraat Rur 
To the lunasiraxrs of Livzx voor. 


T viſitors of the StrAncER's FRIEND Socizrr, in behalf of 
1 the many diſtreſſed families and individuals who have been already 
relieved, beg leave to return hearty thanks to the ladies, geatlemen, and 
others, in this town, who have contributed to the ſupport of an Inſti- 
rution formed on be y moſt difintereſted princi and calcalated to 
lefſen the evils, ote the ſpiritual and temporal welfare of 
From the laſt Annual Report, of which the ſubſcribers are already 
in poſſeſſion, it appears that the ſmall ſum of 981. 5s. 6d. has been 
| diſtributed among three hundred and twenty-one families! many of 
whom were in the utmoſt diſtreſs, and in all human probability muſt 
have WWW 


from this == 

+ Notwithſtanding what has been done already, it is painful to have 
| occafion to lay, that many hundreds more have been found in ſimilar diſ- 
treſſes, to whom (from its contrafted circumſtances) the aid of this ſociety 
could not reach; nor could the caſh already diſtributed, have boen more | 
_ extenlively ſpread, as it has been divided to each in aa 
1 ere eee 


Wenn SB hom 
winter — 1 ge will require few arguments to prove to 
ſcrioully conſider the preſent ſtagnation of trade, and the un- 
dearneſs of proviſions. Even now the viſitors find many, 
diſtrels. The demands are ſo numerous and 
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of viſitors: Men choſen on the preceding rules, who 
OD, and love all the ſouls he has made men of humane 
judgments, who are determined thro' the aid of their 
out to the uttermoit for his glory and the 
can theſe do without your 
then, in the name of the Father of compaſſions! and contri- 
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Men and brethren! let no party p 1 you to 


withhold your ſupport from —— While your ſouls melt at 
. and . hand is ready to miniſter to the wretchcd 


of the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY, 
+ Since this was publiſhed, the Subſcriptions to this Society have conſiderably 


aſhſtance ? Come 


Of the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. az 
In evil genius may whiſper © Theſe men wiſh to make proſelytes 


&« they wilh to ſerve their own party by this inſtitution.” NO. 
The liberal plan on which this ſociety is formed, amply refutes this un- 
_ canchd infinuation, and the Rules ablolutely ude every member of 
the Methodiſt connexion from being relieved in any form whatever 
from the contributions to this ſociety. In this inſtance alone, are we 
contracted here alone, we are illiberal. . Forgive us this wrong. © But 
why do you connett religion with it ?“ Becauſe we believe, THE ng 
18 4 Gov, and know, that the Salvation which he has provided, can 
alone afford laſting comfort to the human mind. Therefore, we openly 
con fels, that our grand aim is to get thoſe ſouls which are aſtray in the 
dark paths of ignorance, fin, and death, and who have none that care 
for them, brought to the acknowledgment of that truth which is ac- 
_ cording to godlineſs; and the lives of thoſe who are ready to periſh, 
rolonged, that they may become uſeful members of civil ſociety, and 
Li bans wich you of the grace and power of an endleſs life. But 
we aim not at making proſelytes to any creed that diſtinguiſhes any ſett 
of rcl:yious people. As inſtruments in your hands, we wiſh to fave. 
life — as inſtruments in the hands of GOD, we wiſh to ſave fouls, This 
35 our aim, and the utmoſt bounds of our ambition. SeQtarian preju- 
dices of every kind we {acnhce (in this work) at the ſhrine of univer- 
ſal philanthropy, and endeavour through his grace, to imitate him who 
went about doing good, and relieving all manner of diſtreſſes among 
Vive us then, we intreat you, in the name of Gop and Man! pe- 
cuniary aſſiſtance, and help us by your influence, and by your prayers ; 
and then watch our condutt ; follow us to the abodes of fin and miſery, 
and examine whether your bounty be not expended according to your 
ut wzſhes. Or, if you cannot go with us to theſe habitations of 
inſpet̃t 2 where regular * ſhall be made of the 
As ſeveral perſons may find it more convenient to give a little often, 
than to give muck at once, we therefore ſolicit ſuch to ſubſcribe weekly. 
However {mall the ſum may be, it will be gratefully received, and by 
| theſe weekly receipts, we ſhall have an increaſe of power to relieve 
thoſe diſtreſſed perions -whom we daily find. - 
The moſt rigid impartiality we truſt ſhall mark all our ſteps, and 
no other recommendation ſhall ever be deemed by this So- 
ciety, but a ſufficiency of evident diſtreſs, and without which no q 
can be relieved howſoever recommended, for a ſubſcriber may be im- 
poſed upon, but a wifttor ſcarcely can, who is obliged by bus rules to 


* Has no Society formed on this plan degenerated ? ls it true that any A 
aual Reports have been publithed, the Editors of which have been aſhamed or 
atraid to avow the above Sentiments ? Have any Anu Reports been publiſhed 
where there is not a word of Gov or the Chriſtian Religion mentioned, any more 
than if they hal been written by Valtaire or Ronſſiau ? Let the Managers 
of thete Charities know, that a vaſt Majority of the Sublcribers rcjoice to hear that 
their bouncy has been fo applied, as to become inſtrumental in the hands of Gov, 
not only in relieving Bodies, but alſo in bringing ignorant and depraved Souls 
to a thorough religious ſeuſe of their duty to Con and Man. | 


** The Nizont, Desen nd n Rorzs, de. 
viſit the for. * 
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„ fetters 
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attention 


ave no 


to. 7 


rr ee 
=_ of the religion of Chriſt, by vi through theſe your ſub. 
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